
From March 7-10, 2001, the Department of Commerce and the American Association of Air-
port Executives (AAAE) co-hosted the Latin American/U.S. Airport Best Practices Conference 
and Exhibition in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  The Federal Aviation Administration, the U.S. Consu-
late in Rio de Janeiro, Empresa Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A. (Embraer), Empresa Brasileira de 
Infra-Estrutura Aeroportuária (INFRAERO), American Airlines and the International Associa-
tion of Airport Executives also cosponsored the event.  
 

The conference provided U.S. corporate aviation representatives a unique opportunity to meet 
with key aviation officials and airport decision-makers in Latin America, discuss the challenges 
facing the global aviation community and expand U.S. markets in that region. The conference 
covered such topics as U.S. and Latin American airport infrastructure case studies, airport pri-
vatization, the enhancement of airport security and air traffic safety in the region, tourism de-
velopment and aviation technology trends. 
 

Senior level officials from 21 countries throughout the region and more than 80 U.S. business 
participants attended this event. It was the largest and most successful AAAE event hosted in 
Latin America. For more information on this conference or air traffic control/airport equipment markets, 
please contact Sean McAlister at (202) 482-6239 or by email at Sean_McAlister@ita.doc.gov.  
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AIRPORT CONFERENCE A HUGE SUCCESS ! 

The Floyd D. Spence 2001 National Defense Authorization Act calls for establishment of a 
Commission on the Future of the United States Aerospace Industry.  The twelve members 
of the Commission (six appointed by Congress, six appointed by the President) are tasked 
with studying the future competitiveness of the U.S. aerospace industry in the global econ-
omy, and the  impact of a strong aerospace industry on our national security.  Nomination 
of Commission members is underway. The Commission will examine the effects of  U.S. 
Government policies and laws in the areas of aerospace research and development, procure-
ment and payment, taxes, international trade, space launch infrastructure and science educa-
tion.  The Office of Aerospace anticipates contributing to the Commission’s study of trade 
laws and policies affecting the international competitiveness of the civil aerospace industry. 

AEROSPACE COMMISSION TO CONVENE SOON 

EU ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR THE AIRBUS A380 

On April 23, 2001, the European Commission announced that seven EU governments 
(France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Spain, Belgium, the Netherlands and Finland) have 
committed financial support to assist in the development of the Airbus A380 “superjumbo” 
aircraft. Italy and Sweden may provide funding for the A380 in the near future as well.. In 
repeating its earlier assertions tha t the funding conforms with the U.S.-EU Agreement on 
Trade in Large Civil Aircraft, the Commission made no comments about other trade 
obligations relevant to government support for civil aircraft manufacturers.   
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GLOBAL NOISE & EMISSIONS STANDARDS FOR CIVIL AIRCRAFT 
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sive cost/benefit analysis, a global phase-out of 
certain Chapter 3 aircraft could not be sup-
ported.  However, some CAEP members 
sought ICAO support for national or regional 
phase-outs.  The United States and other CAEP 
members advocated a “balanced approach” to 
address noise on an airport-by-airport basis,
taking into account the circumstances at each  
airport. The Council is expected to adopt the 
new noise standard during its May-June 2001 
session. Recommendations on the phase-out/
balanced approach issue will most likely be for-
warded to the 33rd ICAO Assembly meeting in 
September 2001 for resolution.  The Office of 
Aerospace is active in ensuring that U.S. Gov-
ernment policies will adequately reflect our in-
dustry’s trade and competitiveness concerns. 

4009.50; 4011.30; 4012.10; 8415.81; 8471.50; 
8483.90; 8518.30 and 8805.20.  The Office of 
Aerospace and the U.S. International Trade 
Commission have carefully reviewed the pro-
posed revisions and have determined that they 
are correct and proper.    
 

POSSIBLE CHANGES TO TRADE IN CIVIL AIRCRAFT AGREEMENT 

The WTO Technical Sub-Committee on Trade in 
Civil Aircraft will propose revisions to the Prod-
uct Coverage Annex to the Agreement on Trade 
in Civil Aircraft.  The revisions are to reflect 
changes to the Harmonized System that will be 
put into effect in 2002.  The Harmonized System 
Headings and Subheadings that are affected are 

International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) members are developing new standards 
and recommended practices for aircraft noise 
and engine emissions.  The ICAO Committee on 
Aviation Environmental Protection (CAEP/5) 
meeting in Montreal, Canada, January 8-17, 2001, 
reached consensus on a number of measures, 
including: 
(1) A recommendation that ICAO adopt a new 
jet aircraft noise standard (Chapter 4) 10 decibels 
(dB) quieter than the current Chapter 3 standard; 
(2) The criteria and technical guidance for re-
certification of existing aircraft to a new stan-
dard; and 
(3) The initial elements of a “balanced approach” 
to noise management around airports. 
CAEP members concluded that, based on exten- 

The Office of Aerospace will operate Aerospace 
Products Literature Centers (APLCs) this year at 
the Paris Air Show, June 16-24; the Taipei Aero-
space and Technology Exhibition (TATE 2001), 
Taipei, Taiwan, August 16-19; and at Dubai 2001, 
November 4-8.  The shows at which we organize 
APLCs are those which offer special opportunities 
for export sales. The Paris Air Show is the world’s 
largest and most prestigious event of its kind, with 
1,895 exhibitors and 104,000 visitors from 41 
countries attending in 1999.  Taiwan is the eighth 
largest export market for U.S. aerospace products 
and one of the three fastest growing economies in 
Asia.  In 1999, U.S. companies exported over $2 
billion of aerospace products to Taiwan. Dubai 
2001 is  in the heart of a rapidly expanding region 
with purchasing influence stretching beyond the 
immediate boundaries of the Arab world.  Past ex-
hibitors have reported sales worth $713 million. 
 

The Department of Commerce is also organizing a 

OFFICE OF AEROSPACE ORGANIZING APLCS FOR 2001 

Helicopters Products Literature Center (HPLC) 
at the International Helicopter Technology and 
Operations Exhibition (Helitech ’01), in Lon-
don, England, September 25-28.  In 1999, the 
HPLC had 22 U.S. companies participating, net-
ting an average of more than 45 solid trade 
leads per company.  Helitech ’99 attracted 410 
exhibitors from 27 countries and more than 
9,000 industry visitors from 95 countries.  
 

The APLC provides a low-cost alternative to a 
full trade show exhibit. It  is an efficient, inex-
pensive way for U.S. companies to market their 
products and services at an international trade 
event.  For $600, company literature is dis-
played, potential customers are identified and 
registered, contact information is forwarded to 
participants at the end of the show and an 
APLC participants directory is distributed to all 
APLC booth visitors. For more information 
about these APLCs, points of contact are pro-
vided on the right hand column of page 3. 



 OA MARKET DEVELOPMENT DIVISION CHANGES FOCUS 
and  Karen Dubin); general and business aviation/
helicopters (Sean McAlister and Evan Foster); air 
traffic control/ground support equipment (Karen 
Dubin and Sean McAlister.) Issues involving large 
transport aircraft and engines will continue to be 
managed by the Policy and Analysis Division. The 
Market Development Division will continue to of-
fer to all sectors of the U.S. aerospace industry 
trade promotion programs including catalogue 
shows and trade missions. 
 

The Office of 
Aerospace has 
several APLCs  
 for 2001 in 
which U.S. 
aerospace 

companies are 
invited to 
participate:   

  
Paris Air Show 2001/                  
USA National Pavilion/
APLC 
Paris, France 
June 16-24, 2001 
POC: Kim Wells 
(202) 482-2232 
 
Taipei Aerospace & 
Technology Exhibition 
2001 APLC 
Taipei, Taiwan 
August 16-19, 2001 
POC: Mara Yachnin 
(202)482-6238 
Eric McDonald 
(202)482-1237 
 
Helitech 2001 HPLC 
Cambridge, U.K. 
September 25-28, 2001 
POC: Sean McAlister 
(202)482-6239 
Karen Dubin 
(202)482-3786 
 
Dubai 2001 APLC 
Dubai, U.A.E. 
November 4-8, 2001 
POC: Karen Dubin 
(202)482-3786 
Sean McAlister 
(202)482-6239 
 
  For more 
information            
please contact 
our office. 

 
 
 
 

The Office of Aerospace has reorganized staff 
portfolios in its market development division 
to reflect a  renewed focus on industry sector 
(as opposed to regional) market development 
expertise. The division will redouble its efforts 
in providing business counseling and advocacy 
services to the U.S. aerospace industry in the 
following areas: aircraft parts/materials/
composites (Eric McDonald and Mara 
Yachnin); avionics/electronics (Evan Foster  

. 
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2001 PARIS U.S. INTERNATIONAL PAVILION TO HOST DELEGATES 
see first hand, the high quality, competitive products 
and services that U.S. companies have to offer the 
aerospace and defense sectors worldwide. In the past, 
countries represented through the international buy-
ing delegation program have included:  Argentina, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Croatia, Czech Repub-
lic, Egypt, Germany, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Is-
rael, Japan, Kuwait, Norway, Romania, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Taiwan, 
Turkey, Ukraine and Vietnam.  For further information, 
please contact Eric McDonald, Manager of the VIP & Inter-
national Visitor Buying Delegation Program at 202/483-
1237, or email eric_mcdonald@ita.doc.gov).    

The Office of Aerospace is coordinating 
with the Department’s Commercial Service 
to recruit and host foreign VIP and interna-
tional buying delegations to the U.S. Interna-
tional Pavilion at the 2001 Paris Air Show.  
Receptions will be hosted to facilitate match-
making sessions between delegation mem-
bers and U.S. companies.  The receptions 
provide a tremendous opportunity for U.S. 
exhibitors to meet foreign dignitaries and 
prospective customers.  Tours of the U.S. 
International Pavilion also will allow delega-
tions to take advantage of the opportunity to 

 SAFE SKIES FOR AFRICA : FORUM FOR TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 

President Clinton’s Safe Skies For Africa (SSFA) 
Initiative was launched in 1998 to promote im-
provements in aviation safety and security in Af-
rica, and to foster the growth of aviation services 
between Africa and the United States.  The ini-
tiative complements U.S. Government efforts to 
conclude “open skies” agreements with Africa 
and to promote code share agreements. As the 
commercial liaison between our public and pri-
vate sectors and the nine participating African 
nations, the Aerospace Office is working hard to 
facilitate relationships between the African na-
tions and the U.S. aerospace industry.  
 

Implementation of the SSFA initiative began be-
tween 1999 and 2000 with airport site surveys, 
conducted by a U.S. interagency team, in Camer-
oon, Mali, Kenya, Tanzania, Côte d’Ivoire, Na-
mibia and Cape Verde.  Soon to be surveyed are 

Angola and Zimbabwe. In February, 2001, with 
funding from the U.S. Trade and Development 
Agency and the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion,  civil aviation officials from Kenya, Tanza-
nia, Namibia, and Cape Verde came to Washing-
ton to discuss their airport infrastructure work 
plans. They also reviewed U.S. industry options 
for solving their  aviation needs.  
 

In conjunction with their visit,  the SSFA dele-
gates met with U.S. aerospace companies at a 
business briefing in Washington, D.C.. This out-
reach effort effectively has led to the forging of 
public-private sector partnerships. The Office of 
Aerospace is meeting with many of these U.S. 
companies to assist them in making contacts 
with the African program participants in accor-
dance with the goals of the SSFA initiative. For 
more information, contact Karen Dubin, 202/482-
3786, Karen_Dubin@ita.doc.gov. 

Export  Aerospace News 



On March 5, 2001, the Department of Commerce (DOC) and the General Administra-
tion of  Civil Aviation of China (CAAC) met in Washington, D.C., for the annual meeting 
of the U.S.-China Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade’s (JCCT) Aviation and Air-
port Infrastructure Subgroup. The Subgroup formalized its 2001 Work Program.  Repre-
senting DOC was Timothy J. Hauser, Acting Under Secretary for International Trade.  
CAAC Vice Minister Yang Yuanyuan led the Chinese delegation which included CAAC’s 
Directors General of Planning, Science and Technology, Air Transport, Aircraft Airwor-
thiness and Airports. 
 

The Subgroup was created to promote aviation and airport infrastructure trade and in-
vestment between the United States and China, and to address related interests and con-
cerns affecting  these economic sectors.  Activities planned for 2001 include the Office of 
Aerospace organized trade mission to China which will focus on air traffic control and 
airport related products; special programs with U.S. companies at the annual meetings of 
the Air Traffic Control Association (ATCA) and Airport Council International-North 
America; and CAAC and Chinese airline management participation in the Paris Air Show.  
For further information on the JCCT/Aviation and Airport Infrastructure Subgroup and the Sub-
group's 2001 Work Program, please contact Deborah Semb in the Office of Aerospace.  Ms. Semb can 
be reached at 202/482-0677 or deborah_semb@ita.doc.gov 
 

U.S. & CHINA SIGN JCCT SUBGROUP WORK PROGRAM   THE OFFICE OF 
AEROSPACE 
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U.S. AEROSPACE TRADE IN 2000 

U.S. aerospace exports reached $54.6 billion in 2000, moderately declining after two 
years of record export growth (in current dollars).  The 2000 figure is the third highest 
value in history.  U.S. aerospace imports increased to their highest level since 1997, at 
$28.1 billion.  The combination resulted in a positive balance of aerospace trade for  
the United States at $26.5 billion, the lowest since 1996. 
 

In 2000, the top five foreign markets for U.S. aerospace exports were the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan and Canada–the same as in 1999.  Last year the 
top five suppliers of aerospace products to the United States were France, Canada, the 
United Kingdom, Germany and Japan–also the same as 1999. 
 

For further information, see our website at:  http://www.ita.doc.gov/td/aerospace/  or e-mail 
Ronald Green at: ronald_green@ita.doc.gov . 


